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Dear Families
Being Reflective
It is at this time of year that teachers in different schools all over Australia stop to reflect on the experiences
of the last four terms and identify the ways in which students have grown and developed. This is an
important step in the teaching and learning process. However, reflecting on learning should not be limited
to the end of the school year and it should not be limited to the task of teachers.
Students gain a great deal from reflecting on their own learning and thinking about how they learn, not just
what they learn. By developing a greater understanding of the process of learning students can gain more
meaning from the learning experience and their understanding can become deeper and
longer lasting.
At St John’s we encourage our students to reflect on their learning throughout the
course of the year and not just at the conclusion of a project or a unit of work. We
encourage them to ask questions such as, ‘How could I do this differently?’, and ‘What
would the result be if..?’. Through this process of reflection students are able to assess
and understand their strengths and limitations, which can support their learning and
personal development. One of the qualities on the IB Learner Profile is being Reflective
and it is our aim to see all our students develop the skills and attitudes they need to use
reflective practices in effective ways, while at school and into adulthood.
Reflecting can have many facets and can be enhanced when done collaboratively, or in other cases selfreflection completed alone may be the best for fostering personal growth. Parents can assist their children
to develop self-reflection skills by giving them appropriate choices and allowing them to learn from the
consequences of their choices, talking to them about their actions and behaviours, taking the time to discuss
special events and outings and asking deep questions about them, and sharing the learning they have gained
from reflecting on their own experiences.
John Dewey, a highly regarded educational reformer of the past once wrote,
“We do not learn from experience … we learn from reflecting on
experience.” At St John’s we value time spent on reflecting as we know it
greatly enhances learning.
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Drama Club Performance of Matilda
The students in our Drama Club put on a spectacular performance on Tuesday
night, the 15 November with their interpretation of ‘Matilda’. This performance
was a collaborative effort with students and their teachers working together to
make decisions regarding the presentation. For example, the students took
responsibility for organising all the props and planning costumes. The final result
was great fun to watch and the students on stage obviously had great fun being
involved. We thank Mrs Jodie Coates and Mrs Gen Masel for giving their time to
assist the students in this creative endeavour.

P & F Raffle
The ticket butts and money from our Term 4 P&F Raffle are due back to Primary Reception no later than
tomorrow, Thursday 17 November. The winning tickets will be drawn on Friday 18 November. I encourage
families to take advantage of this opportunity to be in the draw to win one of many fabulous prizes
available. We are going to have numerous winners and I look forward to notifying those who are
successful. Please support the P&F by getting involved.
Sport’s Update
Our annual Swimming Carnival, held at Waterworx Springfield last week was a great success. The new
venue with extra lanes, allowed us to race larger numbers of swimmers at the same time. This resulted in
the carnival running very smoothly and finishing earlier than expected. We congratulated all the swimmers
on the day and presented ribbons at the carnival. We will announce the Swimming Champions for 2016 at
the Sports Assembly to be held on Thursday 1 December at 1.45pm.
Christmas Storytime Fun
Our last Storytime Fun session for 2016 will be held on Monday 21 November in the Primary Library.
Families are most welcome to bring their pre-Kindy children along from 8.45am to 9.15am. The session
will focus on the first Christmas story and will include storytelling, craft and a take-home activity. Reverend
Susan will be our special guest. We look forward to seeing you there.
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Studio Kirby Photos
Over the course of the year we have had photos of all of our Extra-Curricular groups taken. Studio Kirby
have made these Extra-Curricular photos and Night of Celebration photos available to parents. The
document attached at the end of the newsletter outlines the Extra-Curricular groups which are available.
If you would like to purchase some of the photos please visit www.studiokirby.com.au . The instructions
are on the attached document. The password for both the Extra-Curricular photos and Night of Celebration
photos is SJAC16. You can pay by credit card or by PayPal. If you have any enquires about the online orders
please contact Studio Kirby directly on 3208 4793.
Return of Library Books
The borrowing of library books will cease this week and families are asked to return all books over the
next two weeks, as we plan to conduct a stock take of our resources. Students who have not returned
books will be asked to locate any outstanding books and drop them into the Primary library as soon as
possible. If books are lost or not returned, families may be asked to pay for a replacement item.
Stationery lists for 2017
Families are reminded that stationery lists for 2017 are now available on line and orders may be placed
with our new stationery supplier, Campion. If orders are received prior to the 7 December families will
benefit from a free delivery service. Orders placed after this date will attract a minimal fee or parents can
collect the ordered items from the supplier to avoid a delivery charge.
Students may have items such as pencil cases and head phones that are in good repair and can be reused
again the following year. It is suggested that families check the stationery list to avoid ordering items that
their child already has.
Little Mermaid Cast
The casting for our 2017 musical, ‘The Little Mermaid’ has been finalized and we are thrilled to hear that
the character Flounder will be played by two current Primary students, Lachlan Kemp and Hugo Newham.
We congratulate them on their selection, along with the other students who have been made main
characters or given minor roles. The list of the full cast can be viewed on the notice board in C Block
breezeway.
End of Term Events
We have a number of very special events taking place towards the end of the term and we look forward
to seeing our families join us there:
Thur 17 Nov Little Saints Kindergarten Graduation, 6.00pm, Chapel
Thur 24 Nov Science Club, Geology Presentation, 3.15pm Year 3M classroom
Fri 25 Nov
Early Years Night of Celebration, 6.30pm, Auditorium
Mon 28 Nov Primary Leadership Assembly, 9.00am
Thurs 1 Dec Sports Assembly, 1.45pm
Fri 2 Dec
Christmas Concert, 9.00am Living Faith Chapel
Kind regards
Sandra Hawken
Head of Primary
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