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Welcome
to the Semester 2, 25th 
Year Edition of your 
Footprints magazine

What a sensational year it has been 
celebrating our 25th birthday. I think that 
we have done it in perfect style. During 
Semester 2 we hosted the very special 
James Morrison Concert, our primary 
students had a ‘ball’ at their traditional 
Foundation Fancy Dress Ball and of 
course we sparkled with our 25th Year 
Gala Fundraising dinner.

This Semester we said goodbye and 
wished our 2018 graduating Year 12 
students the very best as they stepped 
through the doors to greet the world 
they had worked so hard to prepare for. 
They truly were ready to be ‘people of 
influence’.

There is so much more to read and I 
hope you enjoy this edition of Footprints.

Janette Collins Manager, Development
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Our departing Principal, Suzanne Bain, leaves behind 
a noble legacy of outstanding academic achievement, 
high moral standing and a solid financial footing for a 
bright and assured future.

St John’s Anglican College is a far different place from 
what it was in 2005 when Ms Bain was appointed CEO 
and Executive Principal.

It wasn’t even called St John’s then. It was Forest Lake 
College and it had an uncertain future at the time.

The official 25-year history of the school, The Living 
Years, puts it quite bluntly: “The cold reality, not fully 
appreciated in the wider community, was that she was 
destined to preside over the revival of the College or 
manage its closure.”

The book credits Ms Bain’s strategic thinking with the 
reversal of the College’s fortunes over the following 
seven years.

Ms Bain brought with her a wealth of educator 
experience having started as a primary teacher in 
the 1970s before completing a Diploma in Special 
Education, an education degree from the University of 
Southern Queensland, a Masters in Curriculum Studies 
from the University of New England and a Masters 
Degree in teaching performance management and 
teacher professional development.

She had worked in leading schools including St Ursula’s 
College Toowoomba and was instrumental in the 
successful launch of Cannon Hill Anglican College.

In 1999, she formed her own Management Consultancy 
company and was involved in a range of organisational 
membership and leadership of various education 
committees and organisations.

With this background, Ms Bain began her time at 
Forest Lake in a consultative role with staff and parents, 
working to heal the rift that had developed while also 
making some tough decisions.

Her strategic vision for the school involved a name 
change in 2011 to St John’s Anglican College.

More than just a name change, it affirmed the Anglican 

identity and was supported by a raft of achievements and 
facilities, including Little Saints Kindergarten, Primary 
resource centre, the Sports dome, the Performing Arts 
Centre, relocation of the International College to the 
secondary campus, among others.

All of those tough decisions Ms Bain made back in 
the mid-2000s have created outstanding educational 
facilities where the focus is family centric. 

Staff stability has never been better and workplace 
culture is collegiate, supportive and ever-improving.

Deputy Principal Glenn Johnson describes Ms Bain as 
“an inspirational leader and role model”.

“Sue develops in others both the ability and desire to 
deliver the best outcomes possible. It has been a real 
pleasure to travel this journey with Sue,” he said.

Deputy Principal Robern Hinchliffe agrees.

“Sue is a remarkable leader and strategic thinker who 
has created and sustains a moral and ethical tone in the 
College that is the envy of many other schools,” she 
said. “I will dearly miss her mentoring and her genuine 
friendship.”

Reverend Susan Crothers-Robertson describes Ms Bain 
as a “remarkable and faithful Principal”. 

“A person of great integrity and wisdom. We are so 
grateful for all Sue has done for the college. An inspiring 
woman, we pray for God’s many blessings on Sue, as 
she journeys into the next part of her life.” 

College Development Manager Janette Collins said she 
has experienced first-hand “the amazing leadership, 
the tough decision maker and the ultimate strategist”.

“But I have also seen her heart melt when students 
come to her door; struggling families supported and 
empowered and I have seen the very best in humanity 
while working these 13 years only a hall way away from 
her office.”

Ms Bain is embarking on a new phase in her life where 
she hopes to travel and consult to schools that are in 
need of mentoring leadership in tough times.

We wish her well for the next exciting stage in her life.

Farewell Ms Bain...
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night of
I still remember my first day at St John’s in 2015. I was 
extremely nervous with a thousand questions going 
through my mind. I was full of expectation and hope 
for the years to come. Would I fit in? Would I make 
many friends? That never turned out to be a problem 
due to the schools welcoming and friendly nature. I felt 
right at home, the people around my locker helped 
me open my lock at every break and students would 
take me to my class when I forgot where they were. I 
had never before experienced this sense of belonging 
as soon as I arrived at a school. This wasn’t just my 
experience, I have heard countless new students say 
that they were welcomed with open arms. It was this 
warm welcome that began my journey at St John’s. 

During our 2018 ‘Quest for success’ we focused on 
four main aspects: preparation, camaraderie, facing 
battles and reflection, with the overarching goal of 
finding our inner Dragon. As you all know, the school 
mascot is the St John’s Dragon, therefore, the quest 
for the year was to find your own inner dragon which 
embodies school spirit, determination, love and a 
sense of unity that can only be unlocked through the 
correct preparation, team work and the ability to stay 
strong as you fight the battles and challenges you are 
faced with. At the beginning of the year, we focused 
on preparing the students for the journey that awaited 
them as no journey can happen without adequate 
preparation. This meant building a sustainable 
foundation for us to rely on throughout our quest. This 
reminds me of the quote, “A goal without a plan is 
just a dream”.

Our school’s dedication to team work can be seen 
by the multitude of extra-curricular groups that are 
present. From sports to performing arts to academic 
pursuits, every person’s talents and interests are 
catered for. There has never been the attitude that one 
pursuit is better than the other. I’ll be honest, I’m not 
the most coordinated person and as a result, I’ve never 
been very good at sport and that’s why I had always 
avoided joining teams before I got to this school. 
However, I was encouraged by my peers to give it a try 
and I was able to get out of my comfort zone, without 
being consumed by the fear of failure. I remember my 
first volleyball game in Year 10, I hit the ball off the 
court and it hit our coach in the face. I was mortified, 
how could I have embarrassed myself already? Instead 
of getting in to trouble, my team members helped me 
to laugh off my mistake and develop my skills. This is 
the power of teams that support and empower each 
other. Our school environment encourages us to strive 
for success and reach our full potential. 

None of this would have been possible without 
the support of the wonderful staff at St John’s. 
They dedicate their time and effort to helping us 
and educating us, not only to do well in tests and 
assignments but to also be the change that we want to 
see in the world. Whether it be responding to our late-
night emails or teachers like Ms Alexander enduring 
my constant question of “Is that PowerPoint on 
school box?”, our teachers go above and beyond to 
empower us to become the best version of ourselves. 
I am extremely grateful to have met these amazing 
people who lead by example and however cliché this 
sounds, I can honestly say, “when I grow up, I want to 
be just like them”. 

The school motto, “Faith Service Courage”, provides 
us with the foundation for living a meaningful life so 
that we can become people of influence. Throughout 
our time at St John’s we have not only see these values 
displayed but we have also been equipped to carry 
these values as we depart from the College. We not 
only have faith in god but faith in ourselves and the 
people around us to achieve anything that we set 
our mind to. Through the Service Learning program 
we have seen the impact that service can have on 
others and how we can change the world around us 
through servant leadership. Finally, students face 
many issues, whether they be personal or academic, 
that can be daunting or overwhelming. Throughout 
my time at St John’s I have seen how the values of 
courage, perseverance and zeal, have helped students 
overcome problems that come their way. Furthermore, 
by encouraging such values, the College has created 
individuals who are strong and confident. 

I am so grateful for the lessons I have learnt throughout 
my time in St John’s. This school has helped me 
develop into the person I am today. I’ll miss walking 
through the hallways and smiling at you all. I’ll miss 
our conversations about the struggles of exam block 
and assignments. I’ll miss the early mornings, the 
afterschool music rehearsals, the sports carnivals and 
I’ll even miss our bright red blazers. Most of all, I’ll miss 
the memories that I have made with these beautiful 
people. Enrolling me in St John’s was by far the best 
decision that my parents made. I have been to four 
schools before this and I can definitely say this is the 
best school I’ve ever been to. As the seniors depart 
their schooling journey, it marks the closure of an 
important chapter in our lives but the one thing that 
will never leave us is the impact that this school has 
had on us.  

celebration
Gayathri Menon – College Captain – Night of Celebration Address
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operation
christmas child
Following a discussion with my Prep colleagues 
about how fortunate we are, the idea to share our 
abundance with those less fortunate at Christmas 
was born. We looked for a charity that supported 
children, and we chose Operation Christmas Child.

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s 
Purse. It partners with local churches in developing 
nations to reach out to children in poverty by 
providing gift-filled shoeboxes and bringing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.

We have supported this worthwhile charity for 
the past 5 years, and have packed shoeboxes 
with: something to love, something to play with, 
something to wear, something for school, something 
for personal hygiene and something special. At St 
John’s Anglican College, we encourage the students 
to show their generosity towards those less fortunate.

I would like to thank parents, students and staff, 
especially Mrs Joanne Hill and Mrs Beverley Doyle, 
for their contributions this year. We packed 178 
boxes and collected $609 to pay for the postage.

Words by Pam Boardman – Pastoral Care Coordinator

8
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On Wednesday the 31st of October, St John’s 

Anglican College proudly hosted the Second Annual 

Australian Conrad Challenge. From 100 participating 

students, nearly 50  students came to the Innovation 

Summit to pitch their innovative product ideas to a 

panel of industry leaders: Nimrod Klayman, Director 

of the UQ Idea Hub, Fiona Carter, Aerospace 

Engineer, NOVA Systems, Don Cook, Avionics 

Engineer, NOVA Systems, Dale Reece, Operations 

Manager, NOVA Systems, Gerard Murtagh, MD, 

Mould Men, Dr Sue Keay, Australian Centre for 

Robotic Vision, Andrew Dean, Assistant Manager 

for Accelerating Commercialisation and Incubator 

Support, Lisa Shaw, Program Manager Transformer, 

Bond University, Safraz Marakar, CEO and Founder 

of OMREA and Scott Millar, Founder BOP Industries.

Additionally, students had their work graded by 

judges from across four continents: George H. 

Edwards, Certified Professional Geologist, Dr Gloria 

Silva, Bio-organic Chemist, Jennifer Harcourt, Ph.D., 

Microbiologist, Hongzhi Song, PhD, Computer 

Scientist, James Connor, Earth and Environmental 

scientist, Joe Anello Director of Products, 

Modern Robotics INC, Dr Richard D. Craven, PhD 

Chemistry, Dr Sathish Lageshetty, Radiochemistry, 

Suresh Veeramani, PhD, Immunology and Cancer 

Biologist, Dr Mohammadreza Meymanat, General 

Physician, Alice Klein, New Scientist Editor and Abhi 

Pattanayak, Molecular Biology, Computer Scientist.

The 
australian
conrad
challenge

If you can’t 
be good,
be colourful.
Charles “Pete” Conrad Jr.

Through the generous support of The University of 

Queensland and community support from the UQ 

Idea Hub, Nova Systems and Hackathons Australia 

this year’s challenge was a rousing success.

Teams had been challenged to develop a disruptive 

technology that addressed an issue in the world 

today in the areas of health and nutrition, energy 

and the environment, aerospace and aviation and 

cyber technologies and securities. Teams worked with 

their coaches and teachers and in many instances 

had formed early partnerships with government and 

business agencies.  Each was asked to prepare an 

‘elevator pitch’ to the judges; a summary of their 

product and an inventive solution designed to attract 

potential investors. Successful groups called on a wide 

variety of skills, not just from science and technology, 

but also from business, design and public speaking.

Of the 13 Finalist teams at the Summit, 6 advanced 

as finalists presenting ideas like a battlefield bandage 

that sculpts to an injured soldier’s particular injury, a 

device to help urban and rural farmers plant crops in 

harsh conditions and a compression suit designed to 

support astronauts onboard the International Space 

Station. Gloves 4 Change from St. Luke’s (Bundaberg) 

took away the prize for Best Power Pitch with their 

reward-based recycling app and sensor. Falcon 

Startups from The Knox School (Melbourne) won the 

overall challenge with their integrated scanner and 

fingerprint database designed to facilitate day-to-day 

purchases. As the overall winners, Falcon Startups will 

be representing Australia at the Kennedy Space Centre

 

— Astronaut, Apollo 12 Mission – Moon walk 1969

http://www.ausconradchallenge.org/
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INNOVATION
on show

Following closely on the College Creations event is the 
“shark tank” event; the St John’s Innovation Challenge for 
students from Years Four to Ten supported by 56 Creations, 
St John’s Old Collegians and business owners. Teams 
pitched the ideas behind their innovation to Brisbane 
Entrepreneurs who volunteer their time and expertise to 
assist our young people realise their potential business idea. 

QUT, UQ, Bond University, Nova Systems and the 
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science are 
supporting this event as mentors and judges. All graduates 
of St John’s will need to be creative and innovative in their 
careers so this provides a great opportunity to start to pitch 
ideas and to perform at a high level.  

October is “innovation month” at St 
John’s with many of our programs in the 
Creative Arts, Design Thinking and Inquiry 
Learning displaying the outcomes of their 
project work. St John’s College Creations, 
where student art, design projects and 
technology innovations were on show 
at the Primary and Secondary campuses 
and the exhibits certainly display a high 
standard of work. Always a favourite is 
the wearable art display with fabulous 
costume designs representing the artists’ 
impressions of life as they see it.  

CREATIVE START



Let’s all join together 
One body with one song 
Growing minds and open 
hearts 
Our community is strong 
Love moves us to take action 
God guiding all our ways 
St John’s where we belong 
and do our best each day 

Leading with our talents 
Stand up, be brave, be true 
Striving to be better 
Improving our world too 
Reaching out to others  
We learn, we live and love 

A place to be secure 
With hope from up above. 

With courage let us venture 
So our songs and visions live 
Supporting all with care 
Our hearts learning to 
forgive 
Growing in our knowledge 
Our futures we’ll embrace 
Reflecting in our lives
Prayers of faith and acts of 
grace 
Amen

Where We Belong – written to 
commemorate St John’s 25th Year 
Celebrations
Lyrics by Russell Morgan | Music by Sean O’Boyle
Performed by students at the 25th Foundation Day Service – July 2018
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Living Faith 
A huge highlight this year was the launch of the official 
record of the first 25 years of St John’s Anglican College 
formally known as Forest Lake College. The record contains 
a list of all students enrolled at the school over the past 
25 years and is a fascinating tale of human endeavour in 
providing an excellent education for students and families 
that share our values. A special thanks goes to Mr James 
Mason who wrote the book ‘living faith’ which has become 
central to the celebration of 25 years of college growth and 
development. 

We are blessed 
St John’s students are blessed to be educated, in a school 
where teachers care deeply about them. 

St John’s students are also blessed to be educated in an 
Anglican school. Anglican Schools are welcoming and 
inclusive schools, that value the pursuit of knowledge and 
intellectual endeavour. Anglican school are dedicated to 
developing a young people’s characters and teaching them 
to always be mindful of the needs of others. In terms of 
academic success, drilling down into the International PISA 
test for 15 year old students in English, Maths and Science; 
will reveal Australian Anglican Schools right there among 
the top five in the world.  

The Vision 
Our Vision is for St John’s students to receive an 
extraordinary globally innovative and future-focused 
education from Kindergarten to Year 12. 
St John’s Curriculum is backed by International 

Baccalaureate programs, insights and webinars. Students 
and teachers track achievement data through Learning 
Analytics and through the highly individualised Mathematics 
Pathways, developed by Melbourne University. 

Ideal learning environment 
Teachers at St John’s are encouraged to find new ways 
to create the ideal learning environment for students and 
create mentoring programs for their colleagues. From small 
beginnings, a new learning culture has emerged where 
collaboration thrives. 

A special thanks 
A special thank you to our teachers who have encouraged 
our students and made all of our innovative programs and 
initiatives a huge success. 

The World is Exciting 
Change in the world is exciting and challenging and we 
want all of our students to become agile learners who thrive 
on new experiences. Through events like the Innovation 
Challenge and College Creations, our IB foundational 
programs, and our full and balanced extra curricular sport, 
performing arts and service programs, our students truly are 
ready for anything. 

Remarkable young people 
St John’s graduates are remarkable young people ready to 
shape the organisations of the future. They are intelligent 
people of strong character, always giving their best. St 
John’s graduates are well educated, compassionate, 
resilient and ready to put their hand up not out.   
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St John’s is a learning community that celebrates 
when its values have been upheld and its 
expectations have been met. This is because we 
know that acknowledging success is one of the 
important elements in creating the ideal learning 
environment in which our children will thrive 
and prosper. We all play a part in the learning 
community of St John’s.

Acknowledging
SUCCESS

We all play a part in the 
learning community 

of St John’s.
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Good evening all. I’m 
Jayden Hasted and I am 
honoured to represent 
this wonderful group 
of people in front 
of me. It’s quite an 
impossible task to sum 
thirteen years of our 
lives into words, but 
I’ll attempt to try.
My goal for tonight 

is to make you feel something – a watery eye, 
goosebumps on the back of your neck, perhaps 
a nod of remembrance or a laugh. Or more 
accurately, remind you of the feelings you’ve 
felt throughout your time at this school.

My journey, along with 22 others, started in Prep, 
with no clue of the thirteen years of blood, sweat 
and tears we were about to go through. That was 
back in easier times, where we had to carry our 
chairs up to the chapel every Friday afternoon 
and cross country was just a single lap around 
the oval. My fondest primary school memories 
are of the sports lessons with Mr Murray and 
our Easter bunny brunch. As a cohort, we also 
experienced the hated transition from Forest 
Lake College to St Johns Anglican College and of 
course, the year 5 mummification of a chicken. 

Then came middle school where we were joined 
by a few more people and our grade grew. 
We were so naïve back then, thinking that 600 
words for an assignment was extreme and that 
we’d never be seniors. It provided us with some 
unforgettable moments from Rite Journey: like 
the awkward dance lessons and the massive 
storm during the girl’s 24-hour solo challenge.
And then of course, we progressed into senior 
school where things became more serious and 
we actually had to put thought into our future. 
We started to come into our own and focused 
on the aspects we were good at. We persevered 
through intense assessment and survived the 

dreaded QCS, though our OPs may not have. 
And once again, we experienced some iconic 
memories like Mr Nair’s Bon Jovi performance 
and Gayathri’s weekly assembly puns and more 
recently, the Chapel Rock glow stick incident. 

As the Chinese proverb goes, ‘the journey of a 
thousand miles, begins with a single step’. Our 
first step into life: our schooling life, is coming 
to a close and we are progressing into adults. 
We are transitioning from studying in classrooms 
to teaching in them; from learning information 
to discovering it. Looking at you all, I don’t see 
students. I see artists, veterinarians, scientists and 
teachers. We’re a unique bunch. I look amongst you 
and don’t see two the same and that’s something 
truly great. There’s so many great memories and 
iconic things that I can’t fit into this speech. But 
just know that you have all left a lasting impression 
on me and that’s something I’m genuinely grateful 
for. From Gibbo’s trademark ‘yeah’s in the locker 
room to Leo’s massive smile to Mark’s Australian 
pride, it’s impossible to forget you guys. 

The way I see it, life is a series of winding paths. 
We have all walked this section of road together 
and now our paths separate. They may intertwine 
with each other or diverge beyond our control but 
we will always share a common past. Although Mr 
Johnson and Mrs Bain’s courses are heading in new 
directions, they too will forever be interwoven with 
the school. There are many routes in the journey of 
life and we might only walk with some people for so 
long. After we graduate and in the years to come, 
I’m sure some of our paths may digress. But if they 
do cross again, we can catch up and reminisce 
about good old St John’s, with Mr King’s 
strange sense of humour, Mr Johnson’s fun 
chemistry classes or Reverend Susan’s 
immense kindness. Or maybe our paths 
are meant to be separate. Whatever 
the case, it was a pleasure to walk this 
section of life’s journey with all of you.

Just as we are transitioning into 
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a new chapter of our lives, so too are Mrs Bain 
and Mr Johnson. Both of whom have been here 
throughout our entire schooling journeys, even 
those of us who started in Prep. The school would 
not be what it is today without the immense passion 
and dedication of Mr Johnson and Mrs Bain.

Mr Johnson has been an integral part of our 
schooling life and a continued source of guidance and 
inspiration. Who else could quell an entire grade’s 
QCS fears, whilst motivating us to academic success? 

Mrs Bain has also had a profound effect on St John’s. 
She came to this school at a low point and took it 
to new heights. Which is outstandingly admirable as 
it’s easy to join a project when it’s going well, but it’s 
significantly harder to do so when it’s struggling. The 
poet, Ralph Emerson, once said ‘to laugh often and 
much, to win the affection of children, to appreciate 
beauty, to find the best in others, to leave the world 
a bit better, to know that one life has breathed easier 
because you lived. This is to have succeeded’. If 
that’s correct, then truly, Mrs Bain has succeeded.

In addition to Mrs Bain and Mr Johnson, I’d also like to 
thank Mr Giles for his slow cooking of our English class, 
Mr Pascoe for his knowledge and continued support, 
Mrs Hinchliffe for guiding us as individuals and as a 
cohort and Mr Hill for his constant life lessons in maths. 

Some advice I have learnt from teachers over the 
years: ‘don’t spend your time being busy, spend 
it being productive’ – Mr Johnson, ‘sometimes 
you have to go backwards to go forwards’ – Mr 
Osburn and ‘when you get old, you remember the 
things you thought you’d never forget’ – Mr Hill. 

Whether you want to go to university or run a business, 
you can do everything. You can achieve whatever 
it is you dream of: swim the deepest oceans, climb 
the highest peaks, find your inner Dragon. As M. 
Williamson said, ‘our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate, but that we are powerful beyond measure. 
It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us’. 

We now only have two more days before we 
officially graduate and after thirteen years of this 
journey, I can strongly say that I wouldn’t change it 
for the world. We’ve made some great memories 
throughout our years here, but now it’s time to 
move on and walk new roads. As Winnie the Pooh 
so elegantly put, ‘how lucky I am to have something 
that makes saying goodbye so hard.’  

2018 Year 12
Valedictorian –
Jayden Hasted
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In the September school holidays, 11 students, 

accompanied by Ms Chou and Mr Weeks embarked on 

a 12-day trip, travelling around China. Initially when we 

all met at the airport, there were many feelings, including 

excitement and anticipation, however, there were also many 

nerves about leaving our families behind and travelling 

overseas, for some of us, it was our first time away. 

Arriving in China, we were all tired but continued the rest 

of our day exploring Beijing and doing some light shopping 

around the area. We stayed in Beijing for five days and the 

most memorable activity was climbing the Great Wall. It was 

such an exciting experience and made us think about all the 

hard work that went into building it over 2000 years ago. 

While we were in Beijing we travelled out to Tianjin, here 

we visited our sister school Tianjin High School Number 42 

and I think it’s safe to say we all made some new friends. 

After Beijing we caught the bullet train to Xian, it is a 

beautiful ancient city. We went to visit the Terracotta 

Warriors which was an amazing day, full of learning about 

Chinese history. The stay in Xian ended with riding 14km 

around the ancient city wall which was one of our favourite 

activities as we could all just enjoy riding around the city 

while sharing many laughs with each other. As we travelled 

to Hangzhou, we went to a beautiful tea garden and were 

able to taste the Chinese green tea and learn about how 

drinking the tea after meals was good to flush out the iodine 

in your system. Later that night, we were also able to enjoy 

the amazing West Lake Show which was spectacular. 

For our last stop, we visited Shanghai, we wandered around 

the city exploring the city skyline and ascended the Pearl 

Tower. The views of Shanghai were incredible. Within the 

tower, we went down a few levels and stood on a glass 

bottom floor which was very nerve-racking for many of us! 

To end the China trip, we went for a beautiful river cruise 

along the Huangpu River, which was just amazing. The lights 

from Shanghai City were beyond beautiful and we all took 

this moment to reflect on what an incredible trip it had been. 

We laughed and sang together as the night went on and 

when we woke up the next morning, it was 

all over. We were all sad to be leaving this trip 

behind us as it was one of the most amazing 

opportunities St John’s has provided to us.  

WORDS BY ASHLEY WILLIAMSON AND ALEXANDRA SOPENA

Podcasts are becoming increasingly more popular, and as a result, Radio 

Drama is being revived and entering a new golden age (Cabral, A. 2007)!

This term, the Year 7 Drama students have learnt the techniques of using 

one’s voice to convey dramatic meaning effectively. Some of these skills 

include projection, volume, pace and pause. They also explored the 

conventions of Radio Drama and discovered how to structure a script. 

They had to consider going beyond the typical constraints of theatre and 

television to allow the listener to delve deep into their imagination. 

7S Drama students had the opportunity to venture into the Performing 

Arts state of the art Recording Studio, and with the help of Mr Thacker, 

recorded their voices as though it was ‘live’ radio. The students 

suggested sound effects that would emphasise and express an action, 

mood or feeling in their Radio Drama scene. With the well-rehearsed 

Drama student voices and the sound recording skills of Mr Thacker, the 

final recorded Radio Drama scenes are “captivating in a way other forms 

can’t be” (Cabral, A. 2007).  
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AMAZING CHINA Radio
Drama

service 
task
Recently, I had the privilege 

of taking three students to 

the Lady Cilento Children’s 

Hospital to deliver some gifts 

for sick kids. Zac, Sam and 

Deagan have been selling 

drinks and using those 

profits to purchase board 

games, tea sets and craft 

supplies. They organised all 

of this by themselves and 

were thrilled to deliver their 

gifts. Well done boys!

It was a lovely moment to 

share with the boys, Andrew 

Mccrohon, Head of 

Service Learning  
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The Performing Arts Centre has had a dynamic Semester 

Two filled with performances, tours and great learning 

experiences which included a tour to Melbourne for the 

Combined School’s Music Festival in August which was 

a fantastic experience for all involved. We had our PACE 

Showcase Concert and Jazz Night and various ensembles 

and soloists performed at every College Assembly and 

Chapel Services and our Drama Troupe performed in 

Queensland Theatre’s: The Scene Project performing 

and viewing the commissioned play Good Grief by 

Merlynn Tong. There were Year Four, Five and Six Cultural 

Showcase performances and Eisteddfod and Music Fest 

competition performances. 

We ended the year with Night of Celebration, Early Year’s 

Night of Celebration, Forest Lake Community Carols and 

over 70 students completed Australian Music Examination 

Board (AMEB) examinations on a variety of instruments 

including voice. 

This Semester we also held auditions and cast our 2019 

musical Annie and look forward to starting rehearsals of 

this production.  
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             Oscars
Guests at the St John’s Foundation 
Fundraising Gala Dinner were greeted 
by two giant gold Oscars and the 
opportunity to be in their very own 
Oscar performance while being 
entertained by the fabulously talented 
Seven Sopranos. St John’s has never 
before experienced a night quite like 
the 2018 Foundation Fundraising 
Gala. Our very own student Stage 
Band performed jazz numbers on 
the Performing Arts verandah beside 
a sparkling BMW (one of the many 
prizes on the night was a weekend 
with one of the beautiful BMWs). 
Delicious canapés were served with a 
further two courses accompanied by 
wines supplied by Sirromet Winery.

Guests danced on into the night 
and some received their very own 
(chocolate) Oscar.

The 2019 St John’s Fundraising Dinner 
will be held at the St Lucia Golf course 
on Friday 13 September 2019. Funds 
raised on the night will go to the new 
St John’s Sports Centre. Wonderful 
entertainment and prizes will be on 
offer and tickets will go on sale from 
Term 2. Sponsorship packages are 
available by contacting Mrs Elaine 
MacRae – emacrae@sjac.qld.edu.au

St John’s
FOUNDATION
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  Opera and

mailto:emacrae%40sjac.qld.edu.au?subject=
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Federal Member for Oxley
Milton Dick MP

Email: Milton.Dick.MP@aph.gov.au
Phone: (07) 3879 6440       

 MiltonDickMP   @MiltonDickMP 
www.miltondick.com.au

 Milton.Dick.MP@aph.gov.au

@MiltonDickMP 

ADVERTISEMENT

How to get in touch
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Hon. Annastacia 
Palaszczuk MP, 
Member for Inala



Old Collegians’
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This year our 2017 (1st year), 2013 (5th 
year) and 2008 (10 year) graduates returned 
to St John’s to celebrate our 2018 Old 
Collegian Reunion event. For the first time 
all graduating classes met in the Foyer of the 
Performing Art Centre. The Centre, new to 
some but an old stomping ground for others, 
was the perfect place to be welcomed back 
by staff members who are always eager to 
hear what the Old Collegians have been 
doing since graduation.

And much has happened! Uni studies, 
employment, engagements and marriages. 
Some have established themselves with 
new homes and children of their own. Those 
present were very happy to catch up on old 
friendships and reminisce about the good and 
challenging times from their school days.

Our Old Collegians truly are wonderful 
group of young people who have grown into 
remarkable men and women.  

REUNION
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St John’s Sport Centre Redevelopment 2019 – Artist Impression

$500,000

$83,000

HelpBUILD OUR
Future

The construction of the St John’s SPORTS Centre 
is a priority for the College with the precinct 
incorporating indoor courts, spectator viewing areas, 
amenities and change facilities as well as teaching 
and office spaces. Complementing our Gymnasium 
and impressive Main Oval, the SPORTS CENTRE will 
include additional shaded viewing areas for the tennis 
courts in the external landscaping. Storage spaces 
and a Kiosk are also part of the planned construction.

Make history with us by supporting the project with 
your donation.  

Contact our Development Office who can 
assist you with your donation or sponsorship:

Janette Collins – Manager Development  
jcollins@sjac.qld.edu.au - 3372 0176

Elaine MacRae – Development Officer 
emacrae@sjac.qld.edu.au – 3372 0113

Support the St John’s Foundation 
in the redevelopment of the 
secondary campus sports centre.
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Catherine Lo —
Old Collegian 
2009

Ashley Hanger —
Old Collegian 
2011

Mark Daniels —
Old Collegian 
2010

AWA R D S

Old Collegians'

Ashleigh Wright —
Old Collegian 

2007

Sarah Tobin —
Old Collegian 

2009

Ashleigh graduated from St John’s in 
2007 receiving a Gold Academic Award, 

Archbishop’s Medal and a Study of Religion 
Subject Prize. Ashleigh then went on 

to study a Bachelor of Psychological 
Science at the University of Queensland 

and graduated with honours. 
Ashleigh was then selected for the 

competitive Doctor of Clinical 
Psychology program at UQ.

Following Sarah’s graduation from the College 
in 2009, she went on to study a Bachelor of 

Behavioural Science (Psychology) (Honours), 
Organisational Psychology and Cognitive 

Neuropsychology at Queensland University 
of Technology. During her time at 

University she was awarded the Honours 
Bursary for Academic Achievement.

Catherine is an exceptional Old Collegian. 
Graduating from the College in 2009, Catherine 
went on to study a Bachelor of Business majoring 
in Finance and a Bachelor of Law at Queensland 
University of Technology (QUT). During her 
time at University Catherine was on the Dean’s 
list with a GPA 6.3 (on a 7 point scale).

In 2011 Ashley graduated from the St John’s 
as College Captain with a number of subject 
prizes and awards under her belt. She went 
on to study a dual Bachelor Degree in 
Journalism/Communication at the University 
of Queensland graduating in 2015.

Mark graduated from the College in 2010 and 
enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy in 2011 as 
a Marine Technician where he served on board 
HMA Ships Ballarat, ANZAC and Stuart.

Principal’s Award -
Old Collegian of the Year

Outstanding Service
in the Community

Service to
the College

Academic
Excellence

Excellence in
the Workplace
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In February this year, the St John’s Anglican College Football 
Academy was launched. The Football Academy was developed in 
alliance with Lions FC. Structured trials were completed over a 3-week 
block to assign participants to either the Development Squad or the 
Excellence Squad. The Academy Players train every Friday for the 
whole school year. The program has resulted in improved TAS Football 
results, including an incredible Premiership to the Year 10 team.

This is a structured program with dedicated coaches who have been 
approved by our partners Lions FC. The coaches are all young senior 
football players with a wealth of experience and youthful exuberance. 

In the July school holidays, the players attended the academy 
camp at Runway Bay Sports Centre. The camp was a tremendous 
success with some great football being played and some great 
feedback from players and parents. The weekend culminated 
in friendly games against Runaway Bay FC. During the year, the 
academy also played a friendly game against Stretton College. 

Towards the end of the year the focus switched to futsal training in 
preparation of potentially attending 
a tournament in 2019. Finally, in 
November the academy players went 
on an excursion to watch the Socceroos 
take on South Korea at Suncorp 
Stadium. What a 
great night!

The academy players have been 
dedicated to the sport of football and 
the results are evident, the boys are 
improving through this dedication.  

PASS IT, KICK IT, DUNK IT.

ST JOHN’S 2018 
SPORTING TEAMS WERE 
PACKED FOR SUCCESS
From the beginning of Term Three our teams were 
packed.  We saw full teams across the entire TAS 
program, a key factor which lead to our success.  
Week to week we saw consistent increases in win/
loss margins. The introduction of the Football 
Academy as a year-round program made its 
mark on our TAS Football Teams.  Incredible 
improvements were obvious week to week.  St 
John’s continues to impress neighbouring schools 
in presentation and performance at the track.

Well done to all students who participated in the 
St John’s Sporting Program in 2018.  It has been 
a pleasure to watch our sporting teams grow in 
ability and form strong and long lasting bonds.  

Semester
Two
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Honour

The Honour in Sports Award acknowledges the student 
who is the best example of the culture of Sport at St 
John’s. This award is the highest sporting honour we 
can give.

The winner of this award must be an accomplished 
sports person, not necessarily representative at district, 
regional or higher levels, but someone who is a 
significant contributor to the teams they participate in.

Secondly, this person must display leadership and 
have pride in the St John’s jersey. They will typically 
assist with younger students in some capacity and 

they are always positive role models in their behaviour, 
sportsmanship and presentation.

Finally, this person is reliable and committed to the St 
John’s sporting program. They train hard and can always 
be seen helping set up or pack up. They are the student 
who, will gladly volunteer to run the 3000m race at the 
end of a long hot TAS athletics carnival, even when they 
have already competed in numerous events already.

Congratulations Benjamin Lythall. This award is well 
deserved. 

THE

IN
Sports Award
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Stefan Odendaal is a St John’s graduate of 
2012. He was involved in TAS Rugby from 
Year Seven through to Year 12 when he 
captained the First XV. Gaining selection in a 
number of representative teams throughout 
high school, he was a dedicated trainer and 
team player, extremely competitive on the 
field, whilst also upholding the values of 
sportsmanship and fair play. His leadership 
both on and off the field was exemplary. 
He was involved across the spectrum of 
College life and was the recipient of the 
St John’s award in his graduating year, the 
award of highest honour in our College.

After graduation, Stefan has continued 
playing Rugby, playing for University of 
Queensland in the Reserves and Prems sides, 
after a stint with the Junior QLD Reds squad. 
Stefan was present to deliver the first XV 
their jerseys at the first home game this year. 

He gave great service to the game of 
Rugby during his time at St John’s and 
beyond. The values that he displayed 
in doing so on the field and across the 
College, epitomise the type of Rugby 
player that St John’s hopes to develop. 

All players from Year Sevens to Opens 
are eligible to receive this award.  The 
recipient for the Stefan Odendaal award 
must consistently poll points in his team’s 
MVP award demonstrating high quality on 
field performances. He must demonstrate 
a commitment to his personal and team 
development as well as contribute to 
the broader Rugby program. He must 
consistently display leadership in all areas 
of College life, as well as upholding the 
values of sportsmanship and fair play.

Each team provided two nominations to 
receive this award, and a panel of three 
was formed to decide on the recipient.

The 2018 Inaugural recipient of the Stefan 
Odendaal Award – Benjamin Lythall  

THE INAUGURAL
Stefan 

Odendaal AWARD




